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A Thankſgiving Sermon. 


Pſalm CVIE. Ver. 43. 


Whoſo is wiſe and will obſerve theſe things, || 
even they ſhall underſtand the loving kind= 1 
neſs of the Lord. 4 


N this Pſalm, the Author of it, whoever he 
was, Recommended to the People Hearty and 
Affectionate Thankſgivings to God, for the 
Mercy he had Vouchſafed them, in Delivering 
them from Pagan Slavery, and to convince them that 
it was owing to God, and more effectually to en- io 
gage them to Admiration of, and Truſt in his Provi- [14 
dence, he Inſtances in ſeveral Particulars ; for it would | 

have been Endleſs to have enumerated all other Ca. 1 
ſes, wherein God concerns himſelf in the Affairs of RH 
Mankind, and diſplays the Wiſdom of his Mercy | || 
and Juſtice, and from them. particularly Recommends 4 
the Honoring and Praiſing of God: 0h! that Men ol 
would therefore Praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and fon 0 
his wonderful Works to the Children of Men. And then 9 
Concludes with this general Application, in the Text: N 4 
Whoſo is Wiſe and will Obſerve, &c. as if he had ſaid, 9 

you have lately ſeen God's Goodneſs in your own 1 
Deliverance, and may trace his Government of the 1 
A 2 World, ik 
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World, in theſe and the like Inſtances that I have 
mentioned: And I tell you, that a Serious and Wiſe 


28 1 


Obſervation of the Courſe of Things, and Diligent 
Conſideration of Events that happen, will give a 
Man a fair Opportunity of ſeeing that there is a wiſe 


Providence that over- rules the World; and of Under- 
ſtanding how very Kind and Gracious God is, and 
conſequently, how much Reaſon we have to Admire 


and Love and Truft him. 15 1 

One great Reaſon indeed, Why we have ſo man 

People indifferent in Religion, and very regardleſs of 
God, is, that they are heedleſs and blind in the Ob- 
ſervation of the Occurrences of the World. For did 
they take any Pains to obſerve and conſider what 
Daily falls out, they could not but ſee that there is 
ſomething elſe beſides Chance, and that an over-ruling 
Hand guides and manages Affairs, with an infinicely 
wiſe and impartial Adminiſtration. If Men did Ob- 


ſerve this, and were once ſeriouſly Perſwaded of it, 


it would diſpoſe them more earneſtly to Sollicit, and 


more effectually to ſectire the Divine Protection and 
Favour. I deſign therefore at preſent, to Diſcharge 


my ſelf of what belongs to me in this Day's Solem- 


nity, to explain theſe Words, and apply them as well 
can to the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. 
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We ſhall Conſider therefore, Firſt, What it is to 
be Wiſe. 


Secondly, I ſhall lay before you ſome of the Par- 


ticulars, we are more eſpecially concern'd to be 


' Wile in. 


And then I am perſwaded, that theſe duly conſi- 
der d, will give us an Opportunity to underſtand how 
very Kind and Gracious the Lord has been to us, 
and conſequently, that we ought to make ſuitableRe- 
turns of Thanks and Duty to him. 


Firſt, I am to explain what it is to be Wiſe, in the 
Text, and that the Pſalmiſt illuſtrates in the follow- 
ing Words, and will Obſerve theſe things. They inter- 
pret one another, to obſerve, to mark and ponder 
the Inſtances of the Divine Government is to be 
Wiſe, and to be Wiſe, is to mark and obſerve, and 
ponder the Paſlages of Providence. 


things in their Cauſes and Tendency, is certainly 
one of the greateſt Inſtances of Wiſdom, and a chief 
part of Prudence. Ir is the beſt Fence againſt Fick- 
leneſs in Principle and Precipitancy in Action, as to 
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„ A Thankſgroing Sermon. 
| our Affairs here, and it is the only way to give us a 
right Idea, of the Wiſdom of Providence, and con- 
fequently the moſt likely, to engage us to ſerve our 
_ God, and fo to ſecure his Power and Favour on our 
ſide. It was the ſenſe of this, that made Moſes fo 
Paſſionately to Cry out, O that they were Wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would Conſider | And the 
Conſequence of this Wiſdom and Conſideration, he 
tells us, How ſhould One chace a- Thouſand, and Tio 
put Ten Thouſand to Flight. A liſtleſs unthinking Tem- 
per, is the very reproach of a Man, it Betrays him 
into Error, Ignorance and Folly, he heeds neither 
Perſons nor Things, tho of the greateſt Moment, 
and ſo he ſets his Heart neither upon them, nor againſt 
them, he is like a brute Beaſt without Underſtanding, 
and as a Gallio, that cares for nothing of theſe Things. 
But a wiſe Man, i. e. a Man of a ſerious thinking 
Temper, that obſerves and conſiders Things mature- 
ly and deliberately,” he weighs them fairly, and dives. 
to the Bottom of chem, and is affected accordingly : 
And the more conſiderable the Matters are, the more 
cloſely he Obſerves them. Now certainly there is 
nothing more weighty in its own Nature, or does 
more nearly concern Mankind than the Providence 
of God in his Mercies and Judgments. Theſe. are 
the great Entertainment of a wife Man's Obſervati- 
an, and'utt a Noble-Subjet for his Meditation, He 
S710} 2 | can 
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can in them trace the Wiſdom and Power and Love 1 
and Goodneſs of the great Governour of the World. 1 
and cannot but be delighted with the diſcovery of IK 
ſuch Noble Truths, and the Contemplation of them, 
and he becomes like the Truths he thus Contem- 
plates. His Soul loves them, and by them he un- 
derſtands the loving kindneſs of the Lord, i. e. he 
begins to have David's Taſte of Divine Fruths, he 
finds them Sweeter than Honey and the Honey - Comb. 
And the more he Obſerves them, the more he Loves 
and Underſtands them, and that ſtill increaſes his. 
deſire of Looking into and Conſidering them. And 
really all other Wiſdom and all other Conſideration, 
beſides this of Spiritual Things, or at leaſt under. 
ſtanding Things Spiritually, is but a Wiſdom at the 
beſt, falſely: ſo call'd, Baſe and Spurious, Moment- 
Wiſdom. But he that obſerves the Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence, with a Spiritual Eye, ſo as to 
underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord, is Pro- 
jecting for Eternity, and may ſecurely depend upon 
the Protection of God in this World, and confi- 
dently expect the Promiſed Reward in another. 


But to come to the Second Thing! Propoſed to 
ſpeak to, The Things that our Obſervation ſhould 
be principally employed about, are the Mercies and 
Jak 
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ments of God, the Method he takes to diſcover 
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his wiſe Providence in Puniſhing and Rewarding | 
People here according to their Demerits. This is to 
be obſerved not only in the Caſes of Particular Per- 
ſons, as our Pſalmiſt does here, in God's Care over 
Travellers, over Captives, over Sick-Men, over Sea- 
Men, and in divers varieties of Life; but chiefly 
and principally in the Affairs of Nations and King- 
doms, in all Times and Places. 

_ -Government in general, is Originally the Gift of 
God, and the Bleſſing of Heaven, and the particu- 
lar Advantages of „Ie and prudent Governors, 

muſt be acknowledged to be owing to the Goodneſs 

and Wiſdom, of the ſame infinitely perfect Being. 

And ſurely, no Nation or Kingdom upon the Face 
of the Earth, has had more Gracious or Favourable 

Opportunities of obſerving the Divine Goodneſs in 
his wiſe Providence, than we, in the wiſe and happy 

Conſtitution of our Government, in the Bleſſing 
of one of the Beſt of QUEEN's, in our many and 

great Deliverances, in the moſt ſurprizing Succeſſes of 
our Arms Abroad, and now in our happily effected 
Union at Home. The Happineſs of a Nation cannot 

effectually be ſecured by Succeſs of Arms againſt Fo- 

reign Enemies, without Love and Unanimity among 

themſelves. Therefore the Gracious Mother of our 
Country, whoſe only Glory and Ambition ſeems to 

be to ſupport and defend her Subjects in their juſtly 
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valued Liberties, and much more valuable Religion, 
ſet her Heart upon a Work, that her great and wiſe 
Predeceſſors, ſo often wiſh'd for, ſo often in vain at- 
tempted ; but which ſhe, ſuch is the Bleſſing of God 
to us in Her, has now happily accompliſhed. . This 
is what we are more particularly concerned at this 
time to obſerve, and I do not queſtion but that when 
it is wiſely look d into, it will give us ſufficiently to 
' underſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord. 


nion it ſelf has ſo much Sweernels in its very Name, 


and recommends it felt ſo powerfully to ingenious. 
Minds in the general Idea, that a Man cannot refuſe | 


to think well of and commend it. But when the ef. 
fecting of it has been ſo much the deſire of all that 
have wiſh'd well to the Glory and Happineſs of Brit- 
tan, and ſo much the Dread and Fear of all our Ene- 
mies, when the now accompliſhment of it is ſo much 


the ſatisfaction of our Gracious Sovereign, who lays 


the Happineſs of her Subjects ſo near her Heart; and 
the Conſequences in her Deſign and in all proba- 
bility will be ſo much to the Strength and the Pro- 
ſperity of the United Kingdom, and to the flouriſh- 
ing of Religion, as may be ſtrongly preſumed from 


the ſecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion. We cannot but 


heartily comply with the Authority of Superiors, and 
for our Parts endeavour and pray earneſtly that the 
Ends propoſed by our glorious Queen, and wiſh'd 

| 1 © „ 
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Brit. 


for by all the Lovers of our Peace, may be fully: 


anſwered. _ 

Really conſidering the Difficulties that the wiſeſt of 
the paſt and preſent Age both ſaw and found in it, 
it is very ſurpriſing how it has been wrought thorough, 
It is true the People of England from the Beginning 
have been reputed, Inoffenſive, Civil and Generous to 
all; and therefore Neighbours fo conciguous might 
hope for ſomething from them worthy this great Cha- 
racter: But it could hardly be expected that ever 


they ſhould be brought to that ſtrain of Self. denial, 


as to let them into all the ſweets of their profitable 
places at Home, and to ſhare of the Advantages of 
their foreign Trade, and Plantation-Improvements. 
and Acquiſitions Abroad; eſpecially when their Neigh- 
bours were too apt to value themſelves upon Inde- 
pendency, and a Hägele Power and Ability of being 
able to do great things of themſelves: and the Com- 
mon Enemy ſpared no Pains, neglected no Opportu- 
nity to magnifie every thing that might keep the 
two People at a diſtance, and increaſe their mutual 


5 jealouſie. So that here were Difficulties enough, not- 


withſtanding of all the good Diſpoſition that might 


be preſumed from the Generoſity of thoſe whoſe In- 


tereſt was the greateſt, Vet a happy conjuncture of 
Providence in a great meaſure removed theſe, and ve- 
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ry. much facilitated, and paved the way to, our hap- 
py Coalition. 


The unſucceſsful Attempt upon Darien open d the 


Eyes of the wiſeſt of the People concerned in that Ex- 


pedition, to ſee that an Aſſiſtauce and Conjunction 
with their Neighbours vers d in Trade, and back d 


with Riches, was neceſſary to give Life and Being to 


new Colonies. The Perſons more particularly con- 


cerned to oppoſe this in point of Profit and Place by 
a ſpecial act of their own, were engaged to put their 


whole Strength to effect and compals it: tho? indeed 


it might now appear to them, that the Beams of the 


Sun of Brittain could not in reaſon be feared to com- 


municate ſuch a warm Influence to the North and 
its Inhabitants, as when the diſtance was not ſo re- 


mote, and therefore gave greater jealouſie. And be- 


ſides all this, the repeated glorious Vietories, with 


which God has bleſſed the Forces of her Majeſty and 
her Allies, has ſo weakned our foreign Enemies, that 
they were not able to encourage any Oppoſition a- 
mong us with ſufficient Supplies either of one kind ot 


other. And the Efforts that were made, where there 


was leaſt reaſon or pretence to oppoſe it, by an un- 


thinking and deluded ry were happily defeated, 


and all Difficulties there ſurmounted by the ſingular 


Intrepidity, the unwearied Induſtry and conſummate . 
Prudence of her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, . So 
; 8 5 1 that 
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that in theſe Steps, if we wiſely obſerve them, we may 
underſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord, and 
muſt acknowledge that all the Bleſſings, which are 
many, ſurpriſing and great, and this, which we hope 
and pray may be the greateſt, of her Majeſty's. Au- 
ſpicious Reign, are the kindly Showers of Heaven's 
Bounty, rewarding the tranſcending Piety of his A- 
nointed, and her Royal Bounty to his Servants at the 
Altar. And this will appear ſtill more ſo from the 
Conſequences. 135 al S's 
Certainly we have now a much more probable Aſ- 
ſurance of Security and Peace, for while the Nations 
ſtood upon different Bottoms, and had different Views 
and Intereſts to purſue, they were jealous of every 
thing that look' d like an Advantage to either fide, 
and the common Enemies of the Happineſs of our 
Monarchy had always a too convenient Opportunity 
of ſuggeſting ſomething to encreaſe mutual Fears. But 
by the Iinion this is happily prevented, and no part 
of the conjoined Kingdom can Flouriſh, but it muſt 
be an additional Happineſs to the whole. Their In- 
tereſt is on the ſame Bottom, and what addition of 
Riches and Trade comes to the North, is an acceſſion 
of Power and Strength to the South, and ſo will be 
for the common Security and Defence. This our 
common Enemies have been always well 22 of, 
and by very cunning Fetches have had the Fortune 
21'S) ; tOoO 
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too long to prevent, by inſinuating a beggarly Con- 
junction on one ſide, and a loſs of Honour and An- 
tiquity on the other. But can any thing be dearer 
to, or more to be wiſhed for by a People whom Na- 
ture and Providence has join d together in the ſame 
ſpot of Ground, than to have their Liberties ſecured, 
and their whole Body Governed by one common 
Head, the Fountain of their Laws and Honour, as 
well as the Aſſertor of their Liberties and Properties. 
The Riches and Fertility of the South will make a- 
mends for the commonly reputed Barrenneſs and Po- 
verty of the North, and the Numbers in the North 
will ſtrengthen and aſſiſt the other to increaſe their Ri- 
ches and improve their Fertility: and the Multitude 
and Love of Subjects on both ſides will give a mighty 
Strength to the Head of ſuch a Body: and what will 
not a Prince at the Head of a People ſo united be a- 
ble to do for their common Security and Defence? 

If indeed this Acceſſion of Power and Strength had 
been made to a People baſe in their Deſigns and un- 
worthy in their Actions, there might have been ſome 

rounds of diſtruſt; but when the Character of the 
. Part has been always brave and worthy, and 
they have given ſufficient Satisfaction of the Integrity 
of their Intentions, thexe can be no umbrage of Fear; 
for tho Power in a Fool or a Knaye's Hand is only an 
Aer go ifs, n e A ee, and 
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joſt Man's Hand, it is à notable Security againſt Infu- 


ries and Inſults, to which ſome. People, the more's 
the Pity, have been too long and too much expoſed. 
And however there might be ſome Defect among 
them at the firſt, becauſe” there is no Nation ſo per- 
fectly wile, as to ſee every thing that may concern 
their Peace; or ſo entirely unanimous, as to enter im- 
mediately into the meaſures that may promote their 
Intereſt; yet it is to be preſumed that now, when the 
many difficulties are ſurmounted, they who through 
their unhappineſs miſtook, or by the influence of o- 
thers were mi{-led, will now be at a ſtrife among 
themſelves to make amends for any ObftruRions this 
great Work mer with on their fide, and their great 
Zeal will be to ſhow how ready they are to expreſs 
their Duty and Obedience to the Glorious and Kind 
Mother of the United Kingdom, and their Reſpect and 
Love to chis generous and wiſe People, with whom it 
is ſo much their Honour and fo much their Intereſt to 
be made one. And I do nor queſtion bur fuch an al- 
reration'of Minds and Affections will follow upon this 
happily effe&ted Ilnion, that if the Enemies of the 
Church and State did before mightily exult, and re- 
joice, and hug themſelves upon the account of our Di- 
viſions and Diſtractions, they will now as paſſionate- 
Iy grieve, and vex, and fret thernſelves, hen they 
hear that we are joined as one Man, with Sue _ P 
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and one Conſent, to bear common Burdens, to 
carry one joint Intereſts, and to do the beſt Pleaſure 
and Service for our Country, and the Gracious So- 
vereigweof it. | 

Beſides this, which in Politicks is a very conſide- 
rable Proſpect ;' for hereby the Poyſon of Govern- 
ment and good Order, as Liyy calls Diviſion, is re- 
moved: There is ſomething elſe in this Happy Coa- 
lition, that will prove much more Conſiderable, and 
which muſt make the other ſolidly Laſting, and that 
is, That we may come to be more Unanimous im 
our Religion. Peace and Concord, when it has on- 
ly for a Foundation ſecular Motives, and the Proſ- 
pect of Worldly Conveniencies, may hold for a 
Time, but will never prove Durable and Laſting, 
without a Conſent in the Doctrines of Religion, and 
way of Worſhip: For we have known, even a mi- 
ſtaken Zeal for Religion, break through all the Bonds 
of Intereſt and Duty, to ſupport it ſelf, and the 
Cauſe it was concerned for. But when Men agree in 
the main Heads of Doctrine and Worſhip, and the 
Holy Spirit joins their Hearts, then are they enflamed 
with a Noble and Divine Love, and engaged in an 
Union, that is not to be diſſolved by any Worldly 
Power or Conſiderations, becauſe it proceeds from à 
much Stronger and Superior Cauſe. Now I hope I 
ſhall be excuſed from any imputation of Flactery 
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or Frowardneſs, if I ſay from this Politick Wnion al- 
ready begun, the Effects of which in Worldly Inte- 
reſt are like to be ſo conſiderable, I hope, to both 
Parties, this more Spiritual Tye, may in time fol- 
low. * hh 

The Fame of the Engliſh has filled the greateſt 
part of the known World, where their Riches and 
Power and Honor and Courage are admired, are 
envyed and dreaded : But that which raiſes their Glo- 
ry and Praiſe infinitely above any thing of theſe, is, 
that the Chriſtian Religion in Purity of Doctrine, in 
Primitiveneſs of Church-Government, in Decency of 
Worſhip, in the exerciſe of the greateſt Lenity and 
Temper, to truly tender Conſciences, flouriſhes a- 
mong them, in a more Apoſtolical agreeableneſs, than 
in any, or in all other Chriſtian Countries, Now 
when they who differ from us in Worſhip and Go 
vernment, by the frequent Converſation with us, 
which their Intereſt and Worldly Concerns will. o. 
blige them to, ſhall be better acquainted with our 
Government: and Worſhip, and ſhall find that noc 
only our Doctrine is Pure and Scriptural, but that · 
theſe are Apoſtolical, Primitive, Grave, Solemn and 
Decent ; conſidering that they are generally reputed 
Men of Senſe and Underſtanding ; it muſt work off 
thoſe Prejudices that Education and Miſinformation, 
has kept them too long under: When they 3 | 
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that brighe Example of Piety and Chriſtian Devort- 
on, that Shines from the Throne, the Glory and the 
Honor of ches whole | Chriſtian Church, as well as 
of that beſt Reformed Part of it, of which ſhe is 
the Nurſitig- Mother, when they ſee our moſt Learn 
ed and Reverend Fathers in God the Arch-Biſhops and: 
Biſhops, our Learned, Judicious, Pious and Grave 
Presbyters and Miniſters, labouring in the Word and 


Doctrine; no leſs ſollicitous to defend and preſerve 


the Pure and Uncorrupt Faith, from the Errors and 
wicked Glofles of Hereticks, Innovators, and Profane 
Scoffers, by their elaborate Works, than to adorn 
their Profeſſion by Holy and Blameleſs Lives; when 
they" obſerve che whole Body off the People endea- 
vouring to out-do one another, in receiving from 
the Mouths of the Prieſts the Divine Truths, in trans 
{cribing in their Lives, the Chriſtian Graces Which 
they are Taught,” and Worfhipping God in the Beau- 
ty of Holineſs; When, I ſay, they behold; ſee and 
conſider all this, it cannot but have a mighty Influ: 
ence upon them, and at leaſt ſet them upon exami- 
ning Things more cloſely. And I ant perſuaded, 
that we have ſo much Truth and Reafon on our 
ſide, as will not only ſecure our Stedfaſtneſs, but muſt 


— 


elſe; if any thing can be worſe, when he has fairly 
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r eee e is not ſtupidiy Ignorant, 
rangely Perverſe, extravagantly Proud, or ſomething 
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Pray, 


conſider” d hs matter, to chooſe. to join . wh that 


part of the Catholick Church, that has ſo much of 
the Primitive Beauty and Order, ſo. much of the 
Chriſtian Temper and Spirit in it, and wherein a 
Man, by thoroughly Conforming to it; may reſt ſo 
Well allined ol his Future Happinels. This is what 
Time, and chorough Underſtanding of things may 


bring out. At preſent, however this Conſequence, 


one would think, muſt undoubtedly follow, That 
that parc of. the Chriſtian Church among them, 


that has ſuch. a near Relation to us, whoſe che 


Error and Qrime, is their, Adhercage and Stedfaſt- 
neſs, to char Apoſtolical Form of Church - Govern- 


ment, we ſo happily enjoy, which, has ſo oſten in 
her Hardſhip s and Ditrelſes ſhared of the Royal 


Bounty of =: Majeſty, , of tho generous and kind 
Fupplies of our moſt pious Primate, of both the 


Famous Univerſities, and many other pious and good 
Men, will at leaſt enjoy the ſame Benefit, chat all 
other tender e do, under her Maj eſties moſt 
benign Government, that ſo they may continue to 
as, they have always done, for the Peace of our 
Jeruſalem, and ſurely they ſball Proſper that Love her. 
May Peace always be within her Walls, and Plenteouſneſs 
within her Palaces; for ny Bretbren's, —_ my 
e 4 Nh ma, Faue be within Wy 
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Theſe are ſome of the Bleſſed Conſequences, that 
may be expected from this Rag p dos Coalition 
and Union; and certainly, if they be well and 
wiſely Obſerved, they will give us effectually to un- 
derſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord; when he 
has thus accompliſhed the Wiſhes of the Wiſeſt a. 
mong us, in all times, and given the Queen her 
Heart's deſire, and has not denied the Requeſt of Her 
Lips; when he has beſtowed upon us, what our Ene- 
mies always Oppoſed and Dreaded, and what our 
Friends begin to be Jealous of, we cannot but in all 
this diſcover the Kindneſs of God, and be well aſſu- 
red that he intends to do us Good, when he puts 1 
ſuch conſiderable means of our Happineſs into our 
Hands. _ 
Now the Perſuaſion of this, muſt. oblige us to | 
Thankfulneſs to our God, who deals fo Graciouſſy by 
us, we muſt take all Opportunities to Bleſs and ſpeak 
Good of his Name. fd God is become our Salvati- | 
on, it is but reaſon that he ſhould be our Song. Let | 
us therefore follow David's Example, and take up his || 


Words: I will always give Thanks unto the Lord, his 
Praiſe ſhall ever be in my Mouth, in God we Boaſt al! 
the Day long, and Praiſe bis Name for ever. When] | 
awake I am ſtill with thee, I will remember the Works of 
the Lord ; ſurely I will remember thy Wonders of Old, Twill 
meditate alſo. of all-thy Works, and talk, of all thy. Doings. - i 
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And not only ſo, but let our Thankfulneks expreſs. 
it ſelf, in a hearty Love and firm Truſt in him. Let 
us learn, upon the Perſuaſion of his Loving Kindnefs; 
to lay the whole Buſineſs of the Church, and out 
own Concerns upon him, in the gyeateſt Straits and 
Exigencies: Our Experience aſſures, that we ſhall be 
ſo far from being diſappointed, that He will out- do 
even our boldeſt Expectations. Only let our care be 
to ſerve him Paithfully, to be wife and obſerving 
of his Mercies and Judgments, and to ſuffer our Minds. 
and Lives to be influenced by them: As for the reſt 
let us leave the Succeſs to God, we need not queſtion. 
either his Power or Goodneſs, he both can and wilt 
help thoſe that put their Truſt in hing 

And that we may more aſſuredly reap the Advan- 
tages of this preſent Bleſſing, and te cheriſh and en- 
courage our Union in its render Beginnings: Let us put 
on Love and Charity, both as a Duty owing to God; 
and a neceſſary: means of our Happineſs; this will ſhow 
that we have Souls ſincerely hankful and really diſpo- 
ſed to cultivate Peace and Concord. For Love heals 
and takes away all Offence, pardons private Injuries, 
ſoregoes much of its Right, Meek, Humble, is not 
puffed up, does not nounth Suſpicions, but is Sincere; 
us Sti Paul, ſpeals, and Solomon," ſays; Love coperkthᷣ 
t Treſpaſſec. And certainly, it is the main Fouhd: 
tion of Peace: Bnt v muſt remember, thar Peace is 
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ot to be redeemed with the loſs. of Truth, eſpecial- 


ly Goſpel Truths, which are the greateſt Truſt that 
either God has or could have beſtowed upon Mankind. 
No, our Love is primarily. owing to God, and there- 
fore muſt oblige us, if it rule in Hearts, to keep the 
Truths he entruſts us wich, inviolate, to ſtand by them, 


and to the beſt of our Skill, and utmoſt of our 
Rower, to defend them againſt all Oppoſers and Gain 
ſayers; and to recommend them to every Body, in 
the Kindeſt and moſt obliging Manner, and the moſt. 


agreeable Methods we can. 
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If we thus uſe this Bleſſing of Heaven, we may con- 


fidently depend upon the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty. 
and with comfort expect the happy mie of 
it. We need neither fear the Power nor the Policy 


of our Enemies, for he. that has ſhown us ſo much 


Love, and made us ſo far of one Mind, Governs the 
World and Rules in the Kingdoms of the Earth, and 


can perfect the good Work that he has begun in us, 
and will Honour thoſe that Honour: him; and ſo this 


Union ſhall be a happy Prelude to a glorious, and 
honourable, and laſting Peace. Our God will be a 
Wall of Fire round about our Queen and us for our 
Defence, and be our Glory in the midſt of us by the 


juſt and peaceable Government of his Anointed. 


But if we will not be wiſe and obſerve theſe things, ; 
if we will not in this our Day mind the things that be- 
| „„ long, 
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long to our Peace, if multiplied Mercies cannot melt 
us into Repentance, our impenitence will mingle Con- 
fuſion with all · our Counſels and Projects, and a Curſe 
with our Enterpriſes. If we deſpiſe the Authority of 
God, if we ridicule his Government of the World, and 
declare againſt the very Foundation of Hnion, even the 
Goſpel of Peace, we ſhall put a ſtop to that current 
of Bleſſing he has deſigned us in his CHOSEN, and 
however gloriouſſy he will reward Her Virtues, e 
vill break us to Pieces for abuſed publick Mercies, and 
either expoſe us as a more capable Subject for the co- 
vetous and baſe Deſigns of ſome cunning Men at Home, 
or as a ſweeter Morſel for a raging hungry Enemy a- 
broad. But we are perſwaded better things of a reli- 
gious and wiſe People, who know that Piety and O- 
bedience, our Duty to God and our Superiors are the 
beſt Enſurances of the. Favour and Protection of Hea- 
ven. A. _ 

It is true indeed, there is a ſad complaint that 
Prophaneneſs and Hypocriſie do openly and ſcanda- 
Joully abound, that the Goſpel and the Spirit of God- 
lineſs are either openly affronted and deſpiſed by bold 

Scoffers, or ſhameful ly abuſed by hypocritical and luke- 
warm Profeſſors. But ſurely the Regard we ought to 
have to che publick Peace and Welfare, the Reverence 
we owe to the Illuſtrious Virtues and Royal Authority 
of our Queen, will Put every 8 5 
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diſcouraging in their ſeveral Capacities, What is ſoccer- 


tainly Deſtructive of the one, and ſo diametrically: 


Oppoſite to the other; and prevail upon us ſeriouſly - 


and in good earneſt to ſet about the practice of Piety 
and Virtue, which is as well the Security of our Hap- 
pineſs, as the Satisfaction and Pleaſure of our Queen. 
If a Spirit of Lying and Deluſion by the Permiſſion 
of God for the trial of our Sincerity and Conſtancy 
ſhould be let forth, if it ſhould enter into the Mouths 
even of ſome of the Prophets and Elders, able, if it were 


poſſible, to deceive the Elect; yet let us call to mind, 


that. our Saviour has told us Offences muſt come, and 
falſe Prophets will ariſe, and ſo let us be upon our 
Guard. Let us remember the Truths that we have 


heard, and keep faſt to the form of ſound Words taught 
by the Son of God, delivered by the Apoſtles, con- 


firmed by the Holy Martyrs, and faichfully handed to 
us by our pious and ſuffering Anceſtors. Let us fol- 
low the even and regular Example that is ſet us from 


the Throne in the good old Paths, Then ſhall our Peace i. 48. 10 


be as a River, and Juſtice as the Waters of the Sea. 
Let us expreſs our Senſe of this Bleſſing in a reverend 
and awful regard to the Queen's Sacred Perſon, and 


dutiful Obedience to her Authority and Commands. 


She protects our holy Religion and juſt Rights by her 
Power and her Laws; her Mind is wholly bent to 
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promote the Quiet, the Honour, and the Proſperity of 
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ber Ul tes Mople: Let her then have the juſt and de- 
ſetved Tribute of the Loye and Reverence, of the Egal 

and Obedience of all her Subjects. Let us have ns 
emulation no contention; among us, but only wWwo 
hall be forwardeſt im ptoting the fear of God, and 


* 


the Honour of the Qucen. eee ta” 
And let us not forget to offer up our daily Prayers 
for out moſt Gracious Sovereign, chat as he has given 
her the Spitit of Wiſdom and of Council, fo he would 
continue cheſe ineſtimable Bleſſings for: the Security of 
bur truly Primitive and Apoſtolical Church-Eftabliſh- 
ment and for the Happineſs of her United People. 
1 That he would go on to render ber Undertakings for 
">. the good of Europe Succeſsful, and her Arms Flouriſh- © 
Aang abroad, till they have attained, what is ſo much 
longed for, an honourable. and ſaſe Peace to her and 
her Allies; and that he would grant that her Govern- 
ment may remain eaſy, as it does eminently: to her 
Subjects, ſo to her Self at Home, that we may live 
quiet and pgaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs aud Ho- 
nneſty, in 1 ove and Unity and ſhe. long enjoy the 
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